Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ROME 16848 190238Z 

64 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AS-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 

L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 

SAJ-01 OMB -01 (ISO)W 

071504 

R 181610Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4281 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 16848 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, IT 

SUBJECT: PSDI LEADER PREDICTS A VICTORY OF THE LEFT IN 1977 

SUMMARY: SOCIAL DEMOCRAT LEADER GIAMMATIEO MATTEOTTI 
HAS TOLD EMBASSY THAT HE CONSIDERS IT INEVITABLE THAT 
THE LEFT (PCI AND PSI) WILL WIN THE 1977 PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS AND THEREAFTER CONTROL THE GOVERNMENT. 
THOUGH HE EXPECTS THE LEFT TO WIN A MAJORITY, HE BELIEVES 
THE CPI WILL INITIALLY INSIST ON SHARING POWER WITH THE 
DC. HE BASES HIS GLOOMY FORECAST PRIMARILY ON THE FACT 
THAT THE LEFT'S CONTROL OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT NOW EXTENDS 
OVER 65 PERCENT OF THE POPULATION. RED AREAS HAVE ALWAYS 
BECOME REDER. (MATTEORRI S STUDY ON WHICH HE BASES HIS 
FIGURE IS NOT YET COMPLETE, AND EMBASSY IS SEEKING THE 
ADDITIONAL DATA IT NEEDS TO CHECK IT.) MATTAEOTTI SEES NO 
CHANCE THAT THE DC CAN RECOUP, AND EXPLAINS HOW THE PCI 
NOW EFFECTIVELY CONTROL PARLIAMENT THROUGH 100 PERCENT 
ATTENDANCE OF ITSDEPUTIES, AND THE GOVERNMENT THROUGH 
ITS INFLUENCE OVER THE PSI AND THE TRADE UNIONS. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. POLITICAL COUNSELOR HAD RECENT MEETING WITH 
GIAMMATIEO MATTEOTTI, A PROMINENT SOCIAL DEMOCRAT AND 
EX-MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND OF TOURISM. MATTEOTTI HAS 
JUST RETURNED FROM SEVERAL MONTHS IN A SWISS HOSPITAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ROME 16848 190238Z 

(PHLEBITIS) AND WAS. IF ANYTHING, MORE NEGATIVE THAN 
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USUAL IN HIS ASSESSMENTS. 

2. MATTEOTTI IS CNVINCED THAT THE LEFT (PCI AND PSI) 

WILL WIN THE 1977 PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS AND WILL 
THEREAFEER CONTROL THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. TO SUPPORT 
THIS DISCOURAGING CONCLUSION HE REFERRED TO A STATISTI 
CAL STUDY HIS OFFICE IS WORKING ON: OUT OF THE APPROXI- 
MATELY 900 CITIES AND TOWNS WITH A POPULATION IN EXCESS 
OF 5000 (BUT EXCLUDING PROVINCIAL CAPITALS), THE LEFT 
(PCI/PSI) CONTROL 590, WHICH IN TURN REPRESENTS 62 PERCENT 
(AS COMPARED TO 26 PERCENT PRIOR TO JUNE 15 1975) OF THE 
ITALIAN POPULATION. IF THE 37 PROVINCIAL AND REGIONAL 
CAPITALS CONTROLLEDBY THE LEFT ARE ADDED, THE PERCENTAGE 

OF THE POPULATION RISES TO 65 PERCENT. ON THE BASIS OF EXPERIENCE 
IN ITALY (I.E. THAT RED AREAS GET REDDER) AND OF THE 
GENERALLYVALID PROPOSITION THAT THE WAY TO NATIONAL 
POWER IN A DEMOCRACY IS THROUGH CITY HALL, MATTEOTTI 
BELIEVES THAT THERE IS VIRTUALLY NO HOPE OF PREVENTING 
THE PCI FROM BECOMING THE LARGEST NATIONAL PARTY IN 
1977. (COMMENT: THE EMBASSY DOES NOT YET HAVE 
AVAILABLE THE STATISTICAL DATA NECESSARY TO DO A SIMILAR 
CLACULATION, BUT IN SEEKING IT WE WILL DO AN INDEPENDENT 
CALCULATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.) 

3. APART FROM THE FOREGOING STATISTICES, MATTEOTTI 
EXPRESSED ADDITIONAL REASONS FOR HIS GLOOMY FORECAST. 

THE DC, HE SAYS, CONTINUES TO BE DISUNITED AND CORRUPT 
BUT, MOST IMPORTANT, IS SET IN ITS WAYS LIKE AN OLD 
WOMAN. ITHAS BEEN COMFORTABLE ENSCONCED FOR SO LONG 
THAT ITS PRESENT LEADERS DO NOT KNOW HOW TO GO 
ABOUT WINNING THE SUPPORT OF THE ELECTORATE. THEY 
HAVE NEVER HAD TO DO SO, BECAUSE FOR MANY YEARS THEY 
HAVE DEPENDED ON A WIDESPREAD PARRONAGE SYSTEM. THE 
SYSTEM HAS BROKEN DOWN GRADUALLY WITH THE MIGRATION 
FROM COUNTRY TO CITY, AND BECAUSE OF THEIR INABILITY 
TO BRING THE YOUNG WITHIN THEIR ORBIT. THE UNDER-30'S 
CONSITUTE A VERY LARGE PART OF THE ELECTORATE AND 
60-70 PERCENT OF THEM WILL VOTE FOR THE PCI OR PSI. 

4. THE DC IS ALSO TO BE BLAMED, SAYS MATTEOTTI, FOR 
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CORRUPTING, DIVIDING, AND WEAKENING ALL OF ITS 
COALITION PARTNERS OF THE LAST 20 YEARS: PSI, PSDI, 

PRI, AND PLI. THOSE PARTIES ARE EQULLY TO BLAME FOR 
HAVING RESPONDED TO DC BLANDISHMENTS. UNFORTUNATELY, 

NO ONE HAD THE FORESIGHT TO TRY TO UNIFY THE DEMOCRATIC 
LAY PARTIES AND THEREBY CREATE A DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVE 
TO THE DC. IT COULD HAVE BEEN DONE, BUT IT IS NOW 
TOO LATE. 
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5. MATTEOTTI TALKED AT LENGTH ABOUT THE PCI WHICH, 

HE SAYS, MOW EFFECTIVELY CONTROLS PARLIAMENT BY THE 
SIMPLE DISCIPLINARY DEVICE OF 100 PERCENT ATTENDANCE. 
DISCIPLINE IS EASILY ENFORCED BECAUSE THE PCI CHANGES 

AT LEAST 50 PERCENT OF ITS DEPUTIES IN EACH PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTION. AT COMMITTEE MEETINGS, PCI PARLIAMENTARIANS 
ARE OFTEN (BY DEFAULT OF OTHER PARTIES) IN THE MAJORITY. 
AS A RESULT, THEY CAN TIE UP ANY PIECE OF LEGISLA- 
TION INDEFINITELY, OR RUIN IT BY ENDLESS AMENDMENTS. 

AT THE SAME TIME.HE SAYS, PARLIAMENT IS NO LONGER 
OF GREAT IMPORTANCE, FOR ALL SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS 
ARE MADE AMONG THE PARTY SECRETARIATS, AND, IN THAT 
MILIUS, THE PCI IS LISTENED TO BECAUSE ITS INFLUENCE 
OVER THE TRADE UNIONS AND THE PSI GIVE IT IN EFFECT 
A VETO. BUT THE PCI DOES NOT WISH TO USE ITS POWER 
TO DEMAND A GOVERNING ROLE NOW: IT IS IN NO HURRY 
AND IT CLEARLY WISHED TO AVOID THE BLAME FOR FAILURE 
TO SOLVE QUICKLY AND PAINLESSLY THE PRESENT GRAVE 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CRISIS. THEN IT DOES FINALLY 
DECIDE TO ACCEPT A GOVERNING ROLE, SAYS MATTEOTTI, 

IT WILL PROBABLY INSIST INITIALLY ON SHARING IT WITH 
THE DC EVEN THOUGH THE PCI AND PSI WILL PROBABLY 
HAVE AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY AFTER THE 1977 ELECTIONS. 

6. MATTEOTTI'S FINAL "TRAGIC IRONY" IS THAT SO MANY 
ITALIANS HAVE CONVINCED THEMSELVES THAT ITALIAN 
COMMUNISTS ARE "DIFFERENT" AND ARE IN FACT MISLABELLED 
SOCIAL-DEMOCRATS. THIS IS WISHFUL THINKING. UN- 
FORTUNATELY, MANY OF THOSE WHO KNOW BETTER, IN 
BUSINESS AND THE PROFESSIONS, ARE PREPARING TO LEAVE. 

AND MANEOTTI? HE PREFERS TO GO DOWN WITH THE SHIP. 
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7. COMMENT: THOUGH WE SEE LITTLE IN THE PRESENT SITUATION 
TO SET AGAINST MATTEOTTI'S GLOOMY FORECASE, IT SHOULD 
BE NOTED THAT HE IS PESSIMISTIC BY NATURE, AND THAT 

HE HAS LONG HAD THE REPUTATION OF BEING A PROPHET OF 
DOOM. BEAUDRY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SOCIALISM, POLITICAL STABILITY, POLITICAL PARTIES, ELECTION FORECASTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 18 NOV 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ROME16848 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750402-0677 
From: ROME 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 975/newtext/tl 9751 132/aaaabcls. tel 

Line Count: 159 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 JUN 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <05 JUN 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PSDI LEADER PREDICTS A VICTORY OF THE LEFT IN 1977 SUMMARY: SOCIAL DEMOCRAT LEADER GIAMMATIEO MATTEOTTI 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, IT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



